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allowed her hopes to blind her to those still future.
Yet it was easy to foresee that the Guises would work
for their own aggrandisement and not for that of the
elder branch of their house ; and that if the Salic law
was to be violated, Philip II. would not allow the
superior claims of the Infanta Isabella, the daughter
of Claude's elder sister, to be passed over.

After negotiations which lasted two months the
League presented an ultimatum. The King must
enforce unity of religion by an edict, which all the
princes, peers and parliaments, officers of the Crown,
governors of provinces and towns and other officials
should swear to observe.

Henry III. still hesitated. He had written to the
King of Navarre, warning him to be on his guard,
and adding that he was glad to hear that he was on
good terms with the Duke of Montmorency. He
had not himself been able to prevent the evil designs
of the Duke of Guise, but at any rate he would not
conclude any treaty with the League to the disad-
vantage of his lawful successor. The Queen of Eng-
land wrote a letter to the King of France, the vigor-
ous style of which so pleased Henry of Bourbon that
he sent a copy of it to his Corisande. " If you could
know, my dear brother, the pain and grief I feel at
the danger to which you expose yourself, I am
assured that you would believe that there is no
creature in this world on whose help you can more
surely rely than myself. Good God ! is it possible
that a great king can bend himself without reason
and against his honour to sue for peace to rebels and
traitors, and not at once cut off from them all oppor-